
Each culture’s beliefs are true for all members of that culture, 

and are true only for them.  

The French might believe that Napolean won the Battle of 

Waterloo and that belief would be true for all Frenchmen.  If 

the British believe Napolean was defeated at Waterloo, that too 

would be true--for the British. 

     …paraphrasing Callum G. Brown,
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The Diaspora, 135 AD
The Romans drive the Jews out of Jerusalem 

and Judea after 1,300 years.
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Early Jewish and 
Palestinian struggles
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1920s – 1940s, Ashkenazi Jewish 

immigration continues—Political Zionism



Nebi Musa riots, Jerusalem, April 1920



Vladimir Ze’ev Jabotinsky, 
founder of Irgun
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June and July 1920, Iraq and Syria revolt 
against the British
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1920 British air power and armored cars 
suppress the revolts.



Cairo Conference, March  15, 1921
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Churchill appoints Feisal King of Iraq and Abdullah King of Jordan,
both supported by British air power.
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British appoint Hajj Amin al-Husseini Grand Mufti of Jerusalem.
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David Ben Gurion, appointed head of
The Jewish Agency in Palestine in 1935



Izz ad-Din al-Qassam. 
His death started the 
Arab Revolt of 1936-
1939.



Palestinian fighters in the 
1936 – 1939 Arab Revolt 
against the British.

The British brought in the 
battleship HMS Malaya to 
shell Palestinian positions 
and neighborhoods.
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Peel Commission plan, 1937 (Palestinians and Zionists refuse)



London Conference, 1939



World War II



Jabotinsky’s Irgun begins illegal immigration of Jews from Nazi 

Germany and Central Europe, exceeding the British quotas.



August 1940, Avraham Stern forms an admittedly terrorist 

paramilitary organization called Lehi, to drive the British out of 

Palestine.



Patria sinking in Haifa harbor.  267 killed.



Lord Moyne, British 

Foreign Secretary for the 

Middle East, assassinated 

by Lehi
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April, 1941 “Golden Square” officers and Haj Amin al-Husseini,
attack British Habbaniya air base
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Arab Legion from TransJordan and British reinforcements
from India suppress the “Golden Square” coup.
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Hajj Amin al-Husseini,
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem

…inspecting SS troops in Croatia
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May 1945, Syria and Lebanon independent.
May 25, 1946 Jordan independent.

1946, Allies withdraw from Iraq and Iran.

Habbaniya



Jewish Revolt, 1946-1948

King David Hotel bombed by Irgun, 1947.  91 killed.



U.N. Partition Plan, Nov 29, 1947

42% Arab, 56% Jewish (Arabs refuse)
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Israeli War for 
Independence



Israeli armored vehicles, 1948

Israeli field artillery, 1948

1948 Israeli War for Independence



David Ben-Gurion declares the State of Israel, May 14, 1948

David Ben-Gurion,
founder of the 
Mapai/Labor 

party.



Harry Truman recognizes the new state of Israel, May 15, 1948
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May 16, 1948, Arab armies attack
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June, 1948, Arab Legion takes “West Bank” and Jerusalem,

Hagenah holds off Egypt and Syria



Swedish Count Folke Bernodette



Bernodette’s first plan:  the 1947 UN 
plan with Palestine annexed to 
Jordan, with a Jewish “enclave.”
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Bernodette’s first plan:  the 1947 UN 
plan with Palestine annexed to 
Jordan, with a Jewish “enclave.”
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Bernodette’s second plan:  a Jewish 
state with the rest of Palestine 
annexed to Jordan.
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Swedish Count Folke Bernodette
assassinated by Lehi



The Green Line, drawn in the 1949 Armistice Agreements.
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King Abdullah of Jordan,
assassinated in Jerusalem, 
7/20/1951 by a cousin of 
Mufti Hajj Amin al-Husseini



Palestinian refugees, 1948



45 UNRWA Palestinian refugee camps by 1950.  
(Several are off-map in Lebanon and Syria.)
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Bethlehem camp, 1956



Entrance to Aida Refugee Camp, Bethlehem



Abandoned homes, Haifa, Israel.



Mizrahi Immigration



Late 1800s – 1940s, Ashkenazi Jewish immigration

Late 1940s – 1980s, Mizrahi Jewish immigration

David Ben-Gurion,
founder of the 
Mapai/Labor 

party.

Menachim Begin,
founder of the 

Herut/Likud 
party.





Israeli 
Governance



Israel governance:
    
     Basic Law and constitution

     Parliamentary democracy 

     Supreme Court

     Office of the Chief Rabbinate

     The Law of Return



PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY

• Elected President (Head of State).

• Elected Parliament (Knesset).

• Prime Minister selected by the President.

• Cabinet assembled by the Prime Minister, 
to form a coalition.

• Failure to maintain a majority in the 
Knesset results in new elections.
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Israeli ballot envelope and voting slips.
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At least 61 Members of the Knesset



Knesset

Coalition

Prime
Minister

Cabinet Ministers

At least 61 Members of the Knesset
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Ultra-Orthodox get special 

status as religious students 

and leaders.

Exempt from military service.

Given stipends to pursue 

religious studies.



Israel governance:
    
     Basic Law and constitution

     Parliamentary democracy 

     Supreme Court

     Office of the Chief Rabbinate

     The Law of Return



Israel and Palestine
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